Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________

Crack the Constitutional Code!

The Constitution is filled with important information that has shaped our government for over 200 years. As you search through this document, uncover the answers to these questions.

Article I: The Congress

1. What type of power does Congress hold?

2. What names are given to the two parts of Congress?

3. How often do voters elect members to the House of Representatives?

4. What are the three requirements for a candidate to the House of Representatives?

5. What is the smallest number of representatives that a state can have?

6. What determines how many total representatives a state has?

7. How often do voters elect members to the Senate?

8. What are the three requirements for a candidate to the Senate?

9. How many senators does each state have?

10. Identify five powers of Congress.

11. A bill is a law that has not yet been passed. Suppose that both the House of Representatives and Senate vote to turn a bill into law. Who also has to approve the bill before it becomes a law?

12. If the President vetoes (does not approve) a bill, what can Congress do?

13. Which part of Congress is responsible for suggesting bills that involve raising or spending revenue (money)?

Article II: The President

1. What does the President have the power to do?

2. How long is a president’s term of office?

3. What are the three requirements for a candidate to the presidency?
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2. How long is a president’s term of office?
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4. Who becomes the President if the President himself can no longer serve in office?
5. What does a President pledge to do when he takes his inaugural oath?

6. Identify five powers of the President.

7. What is the name of the speech that the President gives to Congress each year?

Article III: The Courts

1. What do the federal courts do?

2. What is the name of the highest court in the United States?

3. Other than in trials of impeachment, what type of trial should always be provided in a federal court?

4. What are two examples of treason against the United States that can be tried in a federal court?

Articles IV, V VI, and VII

1. What must a state recognize about all other states?

2. Which part of the government (Congress, the President, or the courts) has the power to admit new states into the United States?

3. Which part of the government (Congress, the President, or the courts) has the power to regulate other territories (not including states) that belong to the United States?

4. When an amendment or change is made to the Constitution, how many members of Congress must vote for the amendment?

5. After an amendment is passed by Congress, how many states must also approve the amendment?

6. What is the “supreme law of the land” and more powerful than state laws?

7. How many of the original 13 colonies needed to ratify (approve) the Constitution before it became law?
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